
Art Event #1 - Meeting With IO Studio in Washington DC – Oct. 10th 2012 

This event was a meeting I attended for the company I work for, the Semper 

Fi Fund. IO Studio is a separate company in charge of marketing/web development 

for the Semper Fi Fund. The meeting was intended to be educational for anyone 

whose job related to advertising or social media. As I am a part-time graphic design 

consultant for the Fund, this meeting was relevant for me.  

 In the article, “Logos, Flags, and Escutcheons”, we learned that a logo doesn’t 

sell, it identifies. I learned that this idea is also true for almost everything a 

company creates and showcases to the public. As we have learned in class, 

identification and branding, or associating certain (hopefully positive) qualities 

with a company, is extremely important. After the meeting, I had a better 

understanding of how important a companies’ “look” or “feel” is, and how those 

qualities must flow through many different mediums and art forms like writing, 

print, web, photography, design, logo (use and placement), social media, etc.  IO 

studio influenced my work by strongly reinforcing the idea that symbolization of a 

company is powerful. The best companies portray their style in everything, from a 

small social media post to a printed newsletter that goes to thousands of people.  I 

love discussing these topics and if there was any flaw in the event, it was that is 

was not long enough!  

 After the meeting I realized that design is powerful. After seeing the IO 

Studio office, I realized that a relatively small operation of talented people (even 

just one person) could have a large impact. I now have an even greater 

appreciation and respect for design and the power it can have, not only for a 

company but also as a thing that can influence peoples’ thinking, feelings, and 

decision-making.  

 

 

 

 



 

Art Event #2 - The film Lincoln - Oct. 17th 2012 

 The film left me with a true representation of that time and of president 

Lincoln as a person. I have always had an interest in that time in history, and I have 

always held Lincoln as a very wise, respectable leader. I came away with a stronger 

visualization and feel for what that time in history might have been like, perhaps 

more so then you can get from reading a history book.  

 If anything taken from the film could effect or influence my own work, it 

would be commitment or passion for a craft. The acting in the film, particularly that 

of Daniel Day-Lewis, was amazing. I know that Lewis is a method actor who puts an 

incredible amount of work into a role and I think that should be admired, 

especially by other artists. Lewis’s portrayal of Lincoln also changed they way I 

would have imagined him, especially the sound of his voice. Apparently Steven 

Spielberg and Lewis did mass amounts of research in order to portray Lincoln 

accurately, so it was interesting to see what they came up with. If I had to criticize 

the film, I would say it was long and a little slow at times. 

 From watching this movie, I learned that details make a large impact on 

screen. For example, the costumes, markup, and setting seemed very realistic for 

that time period. Lewis was already one of my favorite actors, and after watching 

Lincoln I have an even greater appreciation for him and his work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Art Event #3 – Matisyahu concert - Humphrey’s By The Bay - Wed. 19th 2012 

 If I were to take anything away from this concert, it would be the memories 

of a great musical experience. I have always liked reggae music, and have been 

following the artist Matisyahu for some time. I knew he had the reputation as a 

good live performer. And based on my experience, he lived up to that reputation 

by putting on a great show. Also, Humphreys by the Bay is one of my new favorite 

venues. It is small, clean, and right on the ocean. They allow fans to get close to the 

stage, and they have a full accessible bar.  

 Matisyahu’s music is very unique in that it blends together many different 

genres like hip-hop, reggae, rock, and electro, creating a very exciting experience. 

Each song that he performed was different from the last, and that changed my 

opinion on Matisyahu’s range as an artist in a positive way. For example, in one 

song he would rap and beat box in reggae-type rhythm, but the beat would be 

powerful and electro. Not to mention the guitarist would switch between rock and 

reggae.  Also, his lyrics have a very uplifting, perhaps slightly religious, undertone, 

much different then that of a normal reggae artist.  

 After the concert I had a greater respect for Matisyahu and his music. If I 

learned anything it is that music genres can be successfully fused together to 

create a very new kind of sound. I can’t think of any criticisms of the show, except 

that I need to arrive early next time for parking! 

 

 

 

 

 



Art Event #4 – National Air and Space Museum - Washington DC - Oct. 12th 2012 

 On a recent trip to Washington DC, I stayed only two blocks away from the 

National Mall, giving me a great opportunity to sightsee during my free time. One 

of my favorite museums was the national Air and Space Museum. It is not often we 

get to see first-hand the vast aeronautical achievements accomplished over the 

past few hundred years, particularly in one giant building. 

 Visiting the museum left me with a better appreciation for the power of 

technology. Out of all the old planes, spacecraft, jets and related sights, the 

weapons impacted me the most. Displayed in the main lobby were various Soviet 

and American intercontinental nuclear missiles. The shear size  (about 2 stories tall) 

and commanding presence they had in the room was very scary and amazing – 

perhaps even sublime. Trying to abstractly comprehend the destructive power of 

these weapons is difficult, and nothing quit compares to the feeling of seeing 

them first hand.   

 Another exhibit in the museum I liked was devoted to the Wright brothers. 

The original 1903 Wright Flyer is the centerpiece of "The Wright Brothers & The 

Invention of the Aerial Age" exhibition at the National Air and Space Museum. 

Seeing the flyer in actual size was amazing; the craftsmanship, given the time 

period, was amazing.  

 I learned from visiting the museum that people inherently create. Seeing 

technology placed on a visual time line, from the Wright bothers plane to 

supersonic jets, helped put into perspective all of the accomplishments that people 

have achieved through technologically in a relatively short amount of time.  

 

 

 

 



 

Below are some pictures I took with my phone while at the National Air and Space 

Museum: 

  

 



 

Art Event #5 – Clayton Llewellyn gallery - down town San Diego - Nov. 3rd 2012 

In this event report, I will be reviewing the work of artist Clayton Llewellyn. 

Llewellyn is a local San Diego artist who is originally from San Francisco, where he 

received his formal training. He is also an art professor at many colleges in the San 

Diego area. I have had the pleasure of taking a few of his drawing classes during 

my time in junior college. His style, talent, and instruction have impacted my 

outlook on art in a positive manner; he helped me establish my own style and 

techniques in art. After seeing his work, I came away with a greater appreciation for 

the talent and work it takes to draw at his level, and also the impact that a skilled 

fine artist can have on a viewer.  

 Llewellyn’s art mainly consists of graphite, conté, and ink on paper. 

Occasionally, he will use a spray bottle filled with dyes or other substances, 

including rust, to spray on the paper before drawing. This creates very interesting 

effects and colors. The normally chaotic look of the paper, in contrast with his very 

highly detailed drawings, creates an amazing visual effect.  

Llewellyn’s drawings are very surreal, and usually incorporate either animal 

and human body parts, or mechanical objects, such as pieces of machines. 

Sometimes his work will even combine mechanical and humanistic qualities. This 

layer of conflicting ideas that he manages to incorporate in his work can be 

alarming to the audience. The viewer may not know exactly what he or she is 

looking at because he or she has simply never seen anything like it before. His 

work influenced me by giving me the idea to combine different things in order to 

create powerful mixed contrasts of ideas and feelings. This concept also changed 

the way I think about observation and how our minds can get crazy idea, feelings, 

and associations from normal, everyday objects.  

Llewellyn generally incorporates some form of perspective in his drawings. I 

personally think he utilizes perspective better than most professional artists today 

because he combines various three-dimensional shapes into straight, clean line 



spaces, such as rooms. He also has an amazing ability to create a three-dimensional 

sense of mass, shape, or depth on an otherwise empty, flat canvas. His ability to 

perfectly represent complex, three-dimensional objects on a two-dimensional 

canvas is captivating. I have had the pleasure of seeing him create some of these 

works first hand. After seeing his work, I had a great respect for Llewellyn as an 

artist. Below are some images I took at his gallery: 

 

 

 



 

Art Event #6 – National Gallery of Art - Washington DC - Oct. 13th 2012 

 The National Gallery of Art in DC is a massive gallery filled with world-

famous paintings and sculptures dating back to the 16th century. The building was 

too large to fully see in one visit, however I did explore the renaissance and 

romantic era paintings, as those are some of my favorites. Seeing the works of 

master artists is amazing and is something that I will remember. The techniques, 

message, and detail that these painters are able to express, sometimes on an 

enormous canvas, are stunning.   

 If any piece from the gallery could affect my own work it would be The 

Voyage of Life, which shows how powerful an allegory can be. The Voyage of Life is a 

19th century series of paintings I found by Thomas Cole that symbolize the four 

stages of human life: childhood, youth, manhood, and old age. The paintings are 

laid out in a succession of images that follow a man who travels in a boat on a 

river (which represents the river of life or time) through the American wilderness. In 

each painting, the man is followed by a guardian angel. The boat's direction is 

reversed from the previous picture. In childhood, the infant glides from a dark cave 

into a rich, green landscape. In the last painting, the now old man is guided by the 

angel into the sea, which represents eternity. This work gave me a great 

appreciation for the way I feel about the use of allegories and hidden messages. 

Even In graphic design, if one incorporates a message into their piece it can have 

more impact than simply being something visually pretty or cool.  

 After viewing The Voyage Of life and the rest of the gallery, I gained a great 

respect for master painters that devoted their lives to their work. These masters 

attained a level of skill that not many can reach, and their work is simply stunning.  

 Although I was not allowed to take pictures in the gallery, below are some 

images of the Voyage of Life. The images in person are large, seventy-two inch wide, 

oil on canvas: 



 

 

 



Art Event #7 – Natural History Museum - Washington DC - Oct. 13th 2012 

 The Natural History Museum in DC was another amazing experience located 

in our nation’s capital. The museum is mainly comprised of prehistoric fossils, 

plants, minerals, and scenes showcasing what life was like billions of years ago. 

Seeing fossils of ancient peoples, such as Neanderthals, left me with an eerie 

feeling, but also with an appreciation for this museum’s incredible, priceless 

collection.  

 My favorite exhibit of in the museum was Dinosaurs Hall of Paleobiology, 

particularly because of the giant fossil of a Tyrannosauruses Rex. This gallery 

definitely changed the way I feel about how much the world has changed, 

particularly how peaceful the earth is compared to those prehistoric times. I am 

certainly not an expert (as I am sure the people who put together the exhibits are), 

however some of the exhibits seemed to assume how ancient human life would 

be. If that is true, I would criticize the museum for not showcasing to the public the 

facts but rather theories on how ancient human life might have been. After all, the 

museum is in the position of intellectual power and should be very carful not to 

mislead the public, who probably trusts their opinions.  

 After visiting the museum, I learned how large the human family tree is, and 

how humans traveled out of Africa originally and adapted to their environments. I 

also learned that Reich+Petch designed many of the galleries, which were 

amazingly done. I have followed Reich+Petch as a company for a while, using them 

as a personal example of good design. Below are some pictures from my trip to the 

museum: 

 



Art Event #8 – Richard Macdonald art gallery - Bellagio Las Vegas – Sep. 9th 2012 

 On recent trip to Las Vages I was introduced to the art of Richard 

Macdonald. Macdonald is a sculptor, painter, drawer, and photographer who had a 

gallery on display inside the Bellagio. The majority of his work is based around the 

Circus de Soleil performers, which is the work I would like to discuss.  Having been 

to Vages quite a few times on of my favorite things to do is go to a Circus de Soleil 

show. The world-class athleticism of the performers along with the surreal manner 

in which they conduct the show is absolutely amazing. The high quality of the 

shows is also amazing and I think Macdonald’s art does it justice.  

 I feel as though Macdonald sculptures truthfully depict the perfumers by 

showcasing the grace of strength of their movements in still life. The preparations 

of the sculptures are dead on and the precession with which he depicts the 

beautiful human bodies clearly showcases his skills as an artist. I personally think 

depicting the human body well especially in three-dimensional sculptors is one of 

the most difficult things for an artist to do because we as human viewers are all 

experts on the human form able to easily point out flaws in the art.  

 Much of his art is also abstract or employs methods that further emphasize 

the motion and the whimsical qualities the Cirque du Soleil performers. Being able 

to see his work first hand inspired me as an artist to become better at depicting the 

human body, especially in such a beautiful manner. Also, I have not seen any other 

artist that is quit as skilled at capturing motion as him. This is something I would 

like to attempt if every trying to represent the human form, on any medium. 

Mcdonald has the ability to represent the amazing bodies of athletes, in a manner 

that only adds to their beauty, and is truly inspiring.  

 

 

 

 



Art Event #9 – Senior Class Design Show - Cal State Long Beach – Dec 6th 2012 

 This art event was put on by the senior graphic design students from 

California State University Long Beach. The event took place at a gallery off campus 

in long beach. I enjoyed this event because it allowed me to see the work of my 

peers and come away with a better idea of what is current in design.  

 All of the work was very well done; clean, creative, trendy, and modern is 

how I would describe most of the work. The gallery included interactive installation 

pieces, printed work, and digital work. I particularly liked the printed work many of 

the student had very creative package printing and business cards. For example, 

one student had both business cards and packaging (intended for various 

products) that had multiple papers and finishes combined on the same piece, 

which created a very textural surface. She included subtle UV coatings on top of a 

combination of high quality satin, matte, and high quality gloss papers. In her 

business cards she used three different types of paper adhered together to create 

one very durable card. The back was matte paper with gloss letters while the front 

was gloss with matte letters. In the middle of the card was neon paper green giving 

the card a subtle green edge and pop of color in contrast the all white front and 

back. This exhibit made my reconsider what is possible in print today especially if 

the designer is willing to think creatively with the printer in mind.  

 After seeing the gallery’s I had gained a lot of respect for the designers. The 

work was inspiring and all of the students were very friendly and willing to share 

their ideas, which made the experience educational and fun. Below are some snap 

shots from the event:  

 



 

 

 



Art Event #10 – Poetry reading by Ishmael von Heidrick-Barnes – Mira Costa San 
Elijo – Dec 7th 2012 

 	   This report is on a poetry reading by Ishmael von Heidrick-Barnes 

held at Mira Costa College San Elijo campus. Barnes has lived in San Diego his inter 

life and his writing reflects the atmosphere and culture of San Diego. I think that 

Barnes has some talent as a writer; however I did not like his style. He wrote about 

very personal day-to-day things that seemed irrelevant and uninteresting. For 

example, one poem was about his first day in surgery when he was in medical 

school.  

 After seeing Barnes work I realized that is very important to keep your 

audience in mind. Barnes kept talking about how writing was therapeutic for him. 

While that is good for him, I think it caused him to lose sight of what an audience 

might actually want to hear. I think this is especially important considering he was 

trying to sell his work. For example, When you’re in the process of writing,  it’s easy 

to forget that you are actually writing to someone. Whether you’ve thought about 

it consciously or not, you always write to an audience: sometimes your audience is 

a very generalized group of readers, sometimes you know the individuals who 

compose the audience, and sometimes you write for yourself. Keeping your 

audience in mind while you write can help you make good decisions about what 

material to include. Thus, I feel that Barnes’s style of writing down whatever he 

feels caused him to stray away from his audience.   

 While he did not talk on this specifically I noticed from his reading that 

there are similarities in music and poetry technically. For example, Barnes used a 

method called rhymed a couplet, which is where the last word in each sentence 

rhymes with each other.  I have taken classes on music and noticing this did allow 

me to appreciate Barnes as someone who is knowledgeable. Although I did not 

personally like or respect Barnes style I do have respect for anyone that is willing to 

share there work with others.  

 


